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Things that help students be successful in college and in life
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Introduction
Most people believe that academics is the primary factor that can determine college students’ success in their career and college. In fact, success includes all the sacrifices one makes, hard work, and determination in doing a specific task. Thus, there exist many elements that can lead to a student to be successful in college and life. Furthermore, most college students study hard to get A, however, they do not know that there are other factors that they need to learn, which leads them into problems after their college education if they do not learn these elements. Elements that college students should learn to be success belonging, non-academic skills, such as grit, and social skills. By belonging, college students are able to remain in a group no matter how difficult it is, which makes them become more competitive. (Chambliss & Takes, 2019).  By having non-academic skills and social skills, college students become very capable of solving real-life challenges, (Penelope, 2009). Thus, college students who learn these elements will be ready to face any obstacles in their life and become better individuals in their personality. 
Everyone has a different perspective of how their college life is going to be including making new friends, changing their behaviour and gaining positive values, (Beckie, 2018). Many people have a lot of expectations before joining campus, with most of them being much eager to transform their lives, (Beckie, 2018). When the students come together, they feel to have a belonging because they are able to reason together and do things together. Sense of belonging is more created when the student takes the same course because they take group discussions together thus helping each other. The life of student changes drastically after joining campus because they read new novels, meet new friends and they are subjected to new courses, and this is important in determining the success of the student, (Meera, 2018). Campus life opens your mind to see things from different angles. Thus, being subjected to the new environment is the main reason as to why people changes.
College climate contains both positive and negative changes, and students should embrace loneliness when making decisions. The college student who is considering to fit and feel at home on campus must, first of all, analyze the campus climate, (Beckie, 2018). This enables a student to come up with solutions that may be long-lasting for their campus stay and learning. The changes that each and every student make is very vital to determining the success of the students on campus.  Students should also strive to accept the reality that high school friends are also important in their lives, (Emery, 2018). Moreover, joining college is an immense change every student should accept. In campus, the role of social media to the college student’s life can’t be taken for granted. In social media, the students are able to share their personal feelings as well as helping each other to curb different challenges, (Emery, 2018). A problem shared is half solved, the learners should embrace the art of sharing their problem and shun the act of suffering in silence. We have heard many cases in which students commit suicide while on campus. However, there are some bad behaviours that one might learn from their friends, thus there is need to embrace uniqueness while making decisions in campus life. 
Character plays a major role in a student`s college life and success in general. The United States has a long history of character education since the 1930s. A student should develop character strengths such as grit, zest, optimism, self-control, gratitude, curiosity and social intelligence, (Kamenetz, 2015). Students need two basic elements in order to excel, grit and self-control. Nevertheless, intelligence and flexible mindset are helpful in learning. The student with a fixed mindset may end up failing in exam due to lack of understanding, (Kamenetz, 2015). Interactions in college with students from different background creates a sense of belonging thus building a character strength which is a virtue of success (Beckie, 2018). Thus, group discussions help in sharing of the ideas and increase understanding among the students, but positive mindset is crucial in success of a student. 
Everybody has different skills and expertise depending that makes us unequal in our society, however, good grammar should not be used as a measure of intelligence. Emotional, social and soft skills play a major role in shaping up a student is facing challenges and fitting in the society (Kamenetz, 2015). Emotional skills are acquired right from childhood and are needed throughout the course of life. Emotional skills can be seen from student`s behaviors such as expression, goals as well as motives. Behaving socially is with colleagues is such a desirable move that not only show the character but also improve the well-being of a student. In addition, soft skills are also a requirement in the realization of success. Usually, employers refer to soft sills as intangible and non-technical abilities demonstrated by students, for instance, showing up in time and offering a firm handshake. Soft skills could possibly point out the personality of a student. The skills and expertise are the most important. it’s true that one can have an easy way around the world if he or she is able to speak in English (Penelope, 2009). However, people should stop associating good English with intelligence, civilization and supremacy (, Grant, 2018). Even getting straight A’s is not a reflection of your brainpower and willpower, but how you’re able to integrate what you learned in real life, (Grant, 2018). Every student strives to get good grades which makes them go to the extent of sacrificing their health. Hence, for the success of a student to make it in life, they have to get it right that making it in class does not necessarily mean making it in life. Some organizations around the world have been using English as a benchmark of offering opportunities to people which is totally wrong. Thus, English should never be used as a measure of intelligence, behavior or the character but your expertise and skills, (Grant, 2018). 
Organizations are basically the main victims of judging employees in terms of grammar instead of their creativity, skills, expertise and enthusiasm. Every organization should get rid of hiring and firing employees based on grammar and embrace the use of social skills and productivity as the main determinant. Henceforth, possessing good social skills is considered to be a notch higher compared to good grammar skills. It is not always how we talk and articulate words, or the sentence construction but the virtue an individual possesses (Penelope, 2009). On the other hand, there are some grammar rules that when violated the sentence meaning might be completely distorted, thou in rare cases. There are small changes that mean a lot to the student's life which may end up creating opportunities for them, (Beckie, 2018). As a result, for a student to be successful in college and life he/she need to shun snobbish judgement based on an individual`s grammar. 
			Conclusion
To sum up, as a college student, I have learned that having a sense of belonging I much important in self-development as well as success in my studies. As we have seen, it is always a challenge for any student to be successful in college and life in general, but when students develop the habit of coming together despite the race or background success is realized. Additionally, as an international student, embracing the change of climate and environment as well the new faces can lead to adaptive life. In my opinion, the organizations should stop judging the intelligence of people in terms of grammar because this is a setback that needs to be shunned. Since good getting straight A`s does not directly prove intelligence, students should mainly focus on outside campus life as making it in class does not mean making it in life. As far as character is concerned, the success of a student is entirely based on the conduct.
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